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How to Prevent Illegal Dumping Beginning with Recycling and Ending  

with The Education of Your Staff and Ultimately, your Community  



Recycling is reusing anything to its full 

extent until it can no longer be used. 

 

In this area as far as plastic is concerned, 

We only accept plastic #1 and plastic #2, 

including plastic bags. Mostly everything 

is recyclable although not all recycling 

centers accept all items listed. 

Most plastic has a code or resin” code on 

the bottom of the item that lets plastic 

manufacturers determine exactly how the 

plastic is melted to determine what 

product it will be recycled into.  

The numbers range from 1-7, 6 being 

styro foam. 

What is Recycling?… 



What are the benefits of recycling? 
 

We cannot sustain our consumerist lifestyle without getting  inundated by  

garbage and exhausting the earth’s resources. The products that we use  

are wrapped in several layers of  packaging material that are perfectly  

recyclable – plastic, aluminum, paper, tin, wood, etc. Solid waste disposal  

experts engage in an uphill struggle to contain this virtual avalanche of  

garbage we produce everyday. It is apparent that digging a hole, a landfill,  

is clearly not the answer. Sooner or later, the waste  becomes uncontainable 

and will spill into our farming areas, forests, and water sources. 

 

Here are 7 good reasons why we should recycle: 
 

1. Financial Income – There is money in recycling. In the level of the individual, one of the benefits of recycling is financial 

income. There are a lot of things lying around the house that we no longer want or need that might just end up in a dumpsite 

somewhere, that we can recycle and earn money from. Cell phones, PDAs, ink cartridges, etc. Some companies for instance, a 

phone sent in for recycling could net the owner as much as $50. There is also the financial benefit for the communities who 

recycle in that there will be reduced costs of waste disposal or recycling. You think recycling is expensive? Consider these 

recycling facts: aluminum cans are the most valuable item in your bin. Aluminum can recycling helps fund the entire curbside 

collection. It’s the only packaging material that more than covers the cost of collection and reprocessing for itself. 

 

2. Recycling reduces Littering and Illegal Dumping– If you look at the materials that are being tossed on the side of the road 

and in alleys and such. Most of the materials is composed of cardboard, paper, aluminum, plastic and glass. All of which can 

be recycled. If you offer options for recycling and solid waste disposal, that may actual help the problem 

 

3. Recycling is energy efficient – On a larger scale, recycling could translate into huge reductions in our energy costs. Consider 

these facts: It costs more energy to manufacture a brand new aluminum can than it does to recycle 20 aluminum cans. 20 

cans can be made from recycled material using the same energy it takes to make one new can. 



4) Recycling builds community – In almost all communities in the country today, there is a growing concern for recycling and the 

environment. People are working together in recycling programs, lobbies, and free recycle organizations to help promote 

recycling. We will be featuring these groups in our upcoming posts and link with the various networks to help you locate the 

nearest recycling center or free recycle group nearest your location. 

 

5) Recycling creates jobs – Incinerating 10,000 tons of waste creates one job; landfilling 10,000 tons of waste creates six jobs; 

recycling 10,000 tons of waste creates 36 jobs. 

 

6) Recycling builds a strong economy – Done on a nationwide scale, like what we’re doing here in the US, recycling has a huge 

impact in our economy in terms of jobs, energy cost reduction, resources conservation. Lately, as the price of oil hits close to 

$120 a barrel, people have become more aware of the huge impact of recycling, particularly in reducing plastic waste material 

coming from the bottled water and beverage industry. We will be discussing this in detail in our future posts. 

 

7) Recycling is Earth-friendly – No matter how safe and efficient our landfills are being billed to be, the possibility of dangerous 

chemicals coming from the solid waste deposited in these landfills, contaminating underground water supply is always present. 

Combustion or incineration of our solid waste is effective and energy-generating, but we pay the price in increased air pollution. 

On the other hand, recycling just 35 percent of our trash reduces toxic emissions equivalent to taking 36 million cars off the road. 

In 2006, according to the EPA, the national recycling rate of 32.5 percent (82 million tons recycled) “prevented the release of 

approximately 49.7 million metric tons of carbon into the air–roughly the amount emitted annually by 39 million cars, or 1,300 

trillion BTUs, saving energy equivalent to 10 billion gallons of gasoline.” 



Any Successful Program Needs an 

Educational Factor 





 Harms the environment. It pollutes neighboring 
soil and waterways and spreads unwanted 
weeds and attracts vermin such as rats, mice, 
foxes and cockroaches. 

 Attracts additional dumping and other illegal 
behavior. These areas become unattractive to 
the local community as well as property 
investors. 

 Can be a health and safety hazard. Dumped 
waste can be dangerous to people, particularly 
when it includes sharp objects, asbestos and 
glass. 

 Is costly to the city and the community. Tax 
payers’ money is spent each year on cleaning 
up illegally dumped rubbish. 

 

 

Source: http://www.leichhardt.nsw.gov.au 

 



Mostly Everything Here… is Recyclable 



 Demographics play a big role 

• In lower income areas residents don’t have many options 

• Some of these areas may be be drug or gang ridden 

• Vacant lots or properties 

 

Physical Characteristics 

• Unsecured  properties, including undeveloped lots 

• Poorly lit areas 

• Wooden or brush areas 

• Border towns or cities (have higher incidence of illegal dumping due to lack 
of police presence) 

• Near junk yards or areas that already have trash 

 

Lack of Solid Waste Codes and Ordinances 

• Illegal dumping is a problem in areas that don’t have effective legal codes 
or ordinances that prohibit open dumping or open burning 

 
 

 

 



 Typically, 
hauling 
contractors 

 Automobile or 
tire shops 

 Scrap collectors 

 Local residents 
“do it 
yourselfers” 

 

 

 



Lets Theorize and Discuss…. 

Theory #1-If more people recycled, there would  

be less trash and less illegal dumping 

 

 

 

 

Theory #2-If cities offered more disposal options,  

there would be less trash and less illegal dumping  



What has helped the City of Pharr reduce illegal dumping? 
  

1. Increased education and Outreach Efforts 

 Flyers literature, social network, media, word of mouth and promotional items 

  

2. More disposal Options for Residents  

 Tire Recycling or Tire Collections  

  

3. Regular Community Clean up Events 

 Pharr residents are allowed to bring tires or trash once monthly 

  

4. Workshops/Tire Inspections 

 Specific to to illegal dumping code and solid waste (open to all) 

 Inspections done by Storm water personnel 

  

5. Grant funding 

 Solid Waste grants from EPA and TCEQ 

  

6. Tire Ordinance 

 This ordinance limits and controls tires circulating in city 

 



Community Clean Up Events… 



 Increases community outreach 

 Less trash on streets and alleys 

 Word of mouth increases and more people learn there 

are finally disposal options 

 Less illegal dumping 

 Increased pride in community clean up efforts 



Currently, the City of  Pharr has a program to help increase beautification 

efforts in the city and help reduce illegal dumping across the city. The LPP 

invites businesses to “Adopt” a corner for landscape enhancement and 

improvement.  Businesses receive a “designated corner of  native plants” with 

the name of  their company on a large metal sign nicely displayed. The corner 

is maintained by the City of  Pharr, Parks and Recreation Department.   





For more information on the workshop offered by Mr. Ockels go to: 

www.illegaldumpingresourcecenter.com 

Educate Your Community and Targeted Enforcement 
The City of Pharr recently hosted a Workshop focusing on Texas Statute and 

Code relating to illegal Dumping instructed by Mr. John Ockels from the Illegal 

Dumping Resource Center to help educate constables, sheriffs and code 

compliance officers.  

 

Focus on Education!.... 



 

o Inspections for tires shops are done on a regular basis to make sure there is not any code violations. In 

addition to the Stormwater Inspectors, the Fire Dept and Code Enforcement Officers also help verify Fire 

Code and Property Maintenance Codes 

o There are 35 tire shops in Pharr. All shops have to properly display their permit.  

o A manifest is requested in order to verify where the scrap tires are being disposed of. 

o  Tires must be 6” off the ground and under a structure or covered with a tarp to prevent stagnant water 

accumulation and prevent the production of mosquito larvae. 

o Accumulation of tires in piles have to be in accordance with the Fire Code or Tire Ordinance.  

o Tires placed outside of the property are required to be stored no more than 10 per 250 square feet and 

also need to be on racks and chained down to prevent theft as per ordinance.   

o Verification of mobile units is also conducted during the inspection to ensure proper registration. 

o The Fire department, building inspectors and health department can help perform inspections for  your 

city if you do not have any stormwater personnel or inspectors.  

 

Tire Shop Inspections Can Help 
Reduce Illegal Dumping 



 
o Tire shops are required to register on an annual basis with the 

Public Works Department 

o Application has to include a designated area to place scrap 
tires and protect them from the weather elements. 

 

o Proof of insurance is required as per Texas Financial 
Responsibility law. 

 

o Businesses with mobile tire repair units are required to 
register with fees. 

 

o Tire haulers have to register with the Public Works 
Department and pay an annual fee.  

 

o Company must also have the number of scrap tires on hand 
as well as tires under protective cover.  

In 2010, The City of Pharr, Passed, Ordinance No. 
0-2010-33, “Tire Generator Ordinance” 

*Since our ordinance has been in place, there has been a 10 to 15 percent decrease in illegal dumping  



Border 2020/EPA Grant $20K 

The Environmental Protective Agency 

recently awarded the City of Pharr a  grant 

for $20,000 to market a bilingual program  

residents of Pharr in order to curb illegal 

dumping as well as to help promote the 

beautification and enhancement of our city. 

State and Federal Grants Help… 

The LRGVDC together with TCEQ recently 

awarded  The City of Pharr, Recycling Center 

with 2 Solid Waste grants worth $30,000 . 

 

Both grant incentives will help the recycling 

center and also help to promote the goals of 

reducing solid waste and helping to promote 

sustainability and environmental stewardship 

for the region 

Lower Rio GrandeValley Development 

Council/TCEQ  Grant $60K 

301 W. Railroad 

Weslaco, Tx 

(956)682-3481 

www.lrgvdc.org 



Its important that you seek membership to local 

and state affiliations to be eligible for grants, 

increase outreach and get your name out there 
 

Examples: 

 Keep Texas Beautiful (annual fees and basic requirements) (KTB.org) 

 Keep America Beautiful (annual fees and basic requirements) (KAB.org) 

 State of Texas Alliance for Recycling (RGV Branch)(recyclingstar.org) 

 EPA/TCEQ email list for grant announcements and legislative updates 

Finally, State and Local Affiliations Help! 



 

Thank you! 

 

 

For more 

information  

visit us at:  
pharrgreenstars.com  

Or send an email to: 

Grace.segovia@pharr-tx.gov 

 

 

Or call us at:  

(956) 402-4360 

 

 


